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DISCONTENT IN SGUTH VIETNAM

Consmderable dlscontent~

~the, regime: ot President Neo' .
Dinh Diem. - ‘€riticism is di~-
rected primarily. against the
President's relatives and cl
assoclates, but his wutho
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ce would prob-
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mounting discontent over Viet-
‘pamese repression among tribal
groups in the highlands are
also potential trouble sources.
Remnant dissident sect bands
and the Vietnamese Communist
underground provide a nucleus
of armed opposition to the
Diem regine.

Against this backdrop of
adverse conditions, Diem is
determinedly pushing several
ambitious programs--notably
agrarian reform, resettlement,
land development, and limited
industrialization--which: hold

promise of mitigating many of

the regime’s present problems.
The chief immediate threat-is the
ever-present danger: of Diem's
assassination, In 1957, Diem

‘narrowly -missed assassination

when bullets intended for him
seriously wounded a cabinet
member; subsequently, other at-
tempts on his 1life have been
reported. Despite constitution-
al provision for the vice pres~
ident to succeed in an emer—
gency, divisive forces are so

“strong that a debilitating

‘power struggl ly
occur.

IRELAND'S FOREIGN POLICY

Ireland has taken an un-
usually active role in inter-
national affairs sinee 1955,
when it was admitted to the
United Nations, and on several

|

occasions has taken a position  :

which diverges sharply from
that of qther Western nations.

.

AIKEN

While Irish foreign policy is
still directed toward the tra-
ditional desire for neutrality
and is firmly anti-Communist,

the De Valera govermment is in--

creasingly concerned:with. the
inflexibility of the East-West
power blocs and the threat of

a general war. .Consequently;.
‘the government shows a ‘growing

.tendency to: seek compromises
~through the.UN on controver-

sial problems.

Minister of External Af-
fairs Frank Aiken who is mainly’

“.responsible for Ireland's more

aggressive .approach, believes

the UN's chief value is . the op-

portunity it affords small na-

tions like Ireland to influence

the great powers. His proposal
for the phased withdrawal of

‘- foreign- forces from Europe, his

insistence that the Chinese UN

‘representation question:iis a

matter for discussion in the
General Assembly, and his most

- recent suggestion that ‘the pos-

session of atomic weapons be .
limited to the US, the UK, the
USSR, and France are admitted. ..
attempts on his part to break
down "increasing rigidity on
these issues.

.Ireland has also taken a
more, .active: interest in colo-

‘nial problems . since joining"the:

UN..-In a speech before the UN
General Assembly in September

.-1957, Aiken suggested setting
. up a UN investigative commis-

sion in Algeria; and at.the

" height of the Middle  East
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